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Salisbury declared that what Ireland needed was " twenty
years of resolute government"—the stern repression of dis-
order, coupled with measures to alleviate the distress of the
peasantry. He appointed his nephew, A. J. Balfour, as Chief
Secretary for Ireland, to carry this policy out. Balfour had
hitherto been regarded as too mild and refined for the rough-
and-tumble of political life ; but he soon showed that he was
made of sterner stuff than most people imagined. He put
through a most drastic Crimes Act (1888), suspending for
an indefinite period the right to trial by jury, and placing
all offences against order under the jurisdiction of resident
magistrates appointed by the Government. Balfour was sub-
jected to bitter attacks both from Liberals and from Nation-
alists ; but he pursued his way unflinchingly, and it could not
be denied that his methods were effective in keeping Ireland
quiet. The other aspect of the Government's Irish policy
was seen a year or two later in the Land Purchase Act (1890),
whereby the Treasury undertook to lend tenants the money
to purchase their holdings, provided that their landlord was
willing to sell.
The only important piece of domestic legislation carried out
by the Ministry was the establishment of County Councils
(1888). A system under which millions of citizens had no
control over the spending of the rates which they paid was an
anachronism in a modern democracy. Henceforth these
functions were to be performed by County Councils elected
by the ratepayers (N224).
§ 320. the new gospel of '^imperialism."—One of the
main reasons for the unpopularity of Gladstone's Home Rule
policy was that the nation was just beginning to take a pride
in the Empire. " Imperialism " had hitherto been mainly a
hobby of a few enthusiasts like Gibbon Wakefield and Lord
Durham (§§ 298, 302). Disraeli had talked about the pre-
servation of the Empire (§311); but his only practical step
in that direction—the scheme for the federation of South Africa

